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FOREIGN  NE'A'S  ON  APPLES 


i'AARICST  FOR  AivlERICAIT  APPLES  U1  SQUTH^'ffiST  GEK/iAIJY 


Good  prospects  for  increcased  s-^les  of  American  apples  are  offered 
\>y  the  markets  of  south"estern  Germany,  according  to  a  report  received  in 
the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul 
Conger  Reynolds  at  Stuttgart,  G-ermany.     Thus  far,  American  apples  have 
von  their  v/ay  in  southwest  Germany  m  their  ovm  merits  without  any  effort 
"being  made  to  develop  the  market.    Advertising  and  ether  forms  of  sales 
promotion  v7crk  v/ould  undoubtedly  result  in  an  expansion  in  the  demand  for 
Araerican  apples  in  this  area,  acccrdin^;  tr  the  Consul.    Practically  all  of 
the  American  fruit  sold  in  southwest  Gfermny  reaches  that  market  through 
the  auctions  at  Ham.hurg  and  Rotterdam. 

Basic  conditions  sffectinj  demand 

Coutr.'vest  Germany  is  predominantly  industrial  and  the  populrtion 
is  dependent  to  a  considerable  exient  on  outside  ^.reas  for  its  food  re- 
ouirements-     This  is  tru.e  with  res-cect  tn  fniit  as  well  as  in  regard  to 
breads tuffs  and  meats.     The  population  of  tnis  area,  which  comprise-  the 
StaT^es  of  Wurttemberg  and  Eaden,  iatals  approximately  5,000,000,  Apples 
•^nd  pears  are  favored  above  all  other  fruits  by  the  people.    Apples  are 
largely  used  for  making  cider  and  for  apple  cake  and  apple  sauce,  which 
are  standard  items  of  the  diet  in  all  of  the  households.     Numerous  favor- 
able developments  of  an  economic  nature  have  taken  place  in  the  past  two 
or  three  years,  all  of  which  have  been  conducive  to  greater  prosperity  and 
an  increasing  demand  for  such  items  as  fresh  fruit,  states  Consul  Reynolds. 

The  consuTiption  of  apples,  particularly  in  the  raw  state,  has  been 
increasing  steadily  in  the  States  of  Wurttemberg  and  Baden  in  recent  years, 
and  considerable  quantities  have  been  brought  in  from  surrounding  German 
States  and  from  foreign  countries  to  supnlemcnt  locally  grown  supplies. 
There  are  no  statistics  as  to  the  prOT)ortion  of  American  apples  consumed 
in  Wurttemberg  and  Baden  but  a  local  commission  merchant  estimates  that 
Stuttgart  and  vicinity  alone  take  about  500  cases  a  week.     Cheap  apple? 
fCr  cider  making  can       brought  into  these  States  with  profit  from  coTintries 
adjoining  Germany  but  only  table  apples  of  high  erade  and  value  are  import- 
ed from  the  United  States,  according  to  Consul  Reynolds. 

1^122-1.  Jirqduct  ion_ 

Sincp  1900  there  has  been  a  gam  of  about  1,367,000  in  the  nam.ber 
of  3ppl8  trees  cultivated  in  the  State  of  Wurttemberg.     In  1928  there  was 
a  total  .f  5,677,000  apple  trees  m  bearing  in  that  State.     The  crop  that 
year  amounted  to  77,880  short  ton.s  as  compared  with  an  annual  avera.-;e  of 
10^,000  Ghort  tons  dnriiu-  the  t<:Ti  ynnr::  1 91 R  1927.     Some  districts  in 
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",Vurtt€i!ter^  -^re  r-nich  better  adapt-ed  for  a_  le  jrrowin^-  than  others.  Thus, 
in  192B,  despite  the  decline  in  total  oroauction,  the  yield  was  above  nver- 
aje  in  the  orchards  of  the  Nevoid  v-llev,  D-nube  vglley,  Neck-.r  valley,  ,-lon 
the  l.ako  of  Constance  and  in  the  Allg&u  hills.     iThile  the  nu-aber  of  -^pple 
trees  h->?  increased  in  Turtteraberg ,  it  has  reir.^.ined  stationary  m  B-'den, 
which  in  1928  h-^-d  4,1^8,000  trees  in  ciltivaticn,  ppproximate ly  the  S'-^me 
as  in  191;^.     No  statistics  are  avail'--ble  for  the  crop  harvested  in  that 
State  hut  ns  conditions  are  similar  to  those  in  lYurtterrberg ,   it  may  be 
estimated  at  55,000  short  tons.     The  combined  crop  for  Wurttemberg  and 
B-dcn  in  1928  '-ould  thus  be  pl.-^ced  at  1^.3,000  short  tons,  or  approximately 
5,500,000  bushels. 

Insect  pests  and  orchard  diseases  are  particularly  destructive  in 
the  'Wurttemberg  and  Baden  area,   states  Consul  Reynolds.     Moreover,  the 
lack  of  hot  weather  gnd  sunshine  tends  to  produce  a  small  and  sour  -opple. 
Only  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  domestic  gro^n  crop  has  the  cl.ear  skin, 
f i  m  -^Jid  sound  texture,  and  rich  flavor  characteristic  of  the  Americ.n  apple 
Consul  Reyuolds  points  out  that  the  widespread  manufacture  of  cider  is  pro- 
b^blv  due  in  p-rt  to  the  f^^ct  that  so  much  of  the  fruit  is  not  attractive 
enough  for  use  in  the  fresh  state.     Of  the  1928  crop  in  Y/urtt emberg ,  only 
1^,500  short  tons,  or  17  per  cent  were  classed  as  table  apples,  the  remaind- 
er being  used  mainly  for  cider. 

Varieties  o f  domestic  apples 

A  pamphlet  published  b  /  the  "."urttemberg  Horticultural  Societ^'  lists 
forty  different  varieties  of  apples  for  that  district.    Perh-ps  the  most 
popular  of  the  table  v-^ri  et ]  es^  is  the  Schoner  von  Boskcp.     The  various 
renettes,   such  as  the  Cox's  Orange  and  the  Champagner,   are  also  popular 
table  v-rieties.     Among  the  other  popular  table  v-rieties  arc  the  Gold- 
parm-ne,  Ontario,  the  Lane's  Prince  Albert  and  the  Signe  Tillische.  All 
of  the  above  mentioned  t^'>ble  varieties  have  been  selected  by  the  .7urttem- 
bcrg  Horticultural  Society  for  handling  in  the  ".Vzust erm-rket "   ^t  Stutt^'^rt, 
a  model  fruit  market  where  only  the  best  v^-.rleties  -re  sold,   st-tes  Consul 
fievncids.     Ths  most  popular  cookm^-,  apples  are  the  Lord  Orosvenor,  Lord 
Suffield,  Hawthornden,  K5ni  g  in --.pf  el ,  Jakob  Lebel,  Ge-oirz  luiken  ,  and  'Vel- 
schisner.     Apples  suitable  prim.arily  for  C]  der-makint  ?re  the  SpatftJu- 
hender  T^fel-pfel,  Kleiner  Lm^stiel,  Chrmger  Blut  st  re  i  flmg ,   and  Roter 
Trierer  Weinapfel. 

The  popul^^r  "Schoner  von  Boskop"  is  a  large  golacn  yellow  -pplt;, 
reddish  on  tae  side  '-vhich  has  hung  to-^rird  the  sun.     Tt  ripens  toward  the  . 
end  of  Oct'.bcr  ?nd  keeps  nell  untTl  April.     The  "C'x's  Orange"  and  the 
"Champagner"   nre  medium-sized  to  large  apples,  yellowish  in  color  with  red 
sp^ts  jr  stripes  on  the  sun'^^rd  side,  firm  in  texture  ^nd  fairly  .juicy. 
The  "Goldprrmane"  is  an  applo  known  to  the  trodc  throu^.:hout  ccntrol  Europe. 
It  is  medium,- si  zed,  golden  yellow,  red  striped,  ripening  in  October  -.nd 
best  usable  in  November  .nnd  December.     The  "Ontario"   is  a  l^rge,   round,  red- 
striped  ^pple,   ripening  nt  the  end  of  October  and  good  for  use  from  January 
to  Mqy.     "Lrne's  Prince  Albert"   is      large,  greenish-vcllow  apple  with  red 
stripes,  ripening  on  the  trees  -t  the  end  of  October  -^nd  suitable  for  use 
fr-T,  J=.nu^ry  to  Msy .     The  "Signe  Tillische"   is  a  f-jvorite  among  the  early 
rip'injn=^  applet.     It  i  r.  a  large  yellow  apple,   -^nd  often  h.'^s  v^d  stripes. 

It    is    bf.zt    r.jr'    u.-.r;    in   fl'.v  <.i.',bt:i    .•,Jici  ]>'-''Tiihoi_ 
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Prices  of  locally  ^rovm  apples 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  prices  with  which  increased  shipments  of 
American  apples  would  have  to  compete  in  the  markets  of  southwest  Germany, 
only  the  "best  varieties  of  locally  grown  frait  must  "be  taken  into  consider- 
ation, states  Consul  Reynolds.     The  "furttemberg  Horticultural  Society  re- 
ports that  it  attained  an  avera-e  of  $5.74  for  100  pounds  for  apples  handled 
durin;,;  the  1927-33  season.     The  average  price  for  Goldparmane  was  $5,27 
While  Boskops  averae,ed  $7.59  per  100  pounds.    During  October  and  November, 
1928,  consumers  in  Stutt=-art  paid  $2.0C  per  100  pounds  for  cider  apples  and 
$7,50  per  100  pourids  for  hi^^h-grade  tabic  apples.     From  Christmas  onward  the 
Fancy  grades  brought  from  10  cents  to  15  cents  per  pound  on  all  fruit  stands. 
Thp,  relatively  large  proportion  of  inferior  fruit  produced  in  "Wurttemberg 
and  Eaden  keeps  the  average  prices  received  by  gro'^/ers  down  to  a  compar- 
atively low  Jevel.     The  following  are  ihe  average  prices  received  by  growers 
in  tottemberg  for  table  apples  in  recent  years:     in  1925,  $2.86  per  100 
pounds;   in  1926,  $2.39  per  100  pounds;   in  1927,  $1.87  per  100  pounds,  and 
in  1928,  $2.87  per  100  pounds.    For  cider  apples  prices  averaged  *1,66  per 
100  pounds  in  1925;   $1.29  in  1926;   $0,86  in  1927  and  $1-55  in  1928. 

Effect  of  local  preferences  on  imports 

The  iVurttemberg  Horticultural  Society  has  been  trying  to  combat  im- 
portation of  foreign  apples  by  an  appeal  to  consumers  to  give ^preference  to 
the  home-.:rrown  fruit.     As  loncT  as  the  domestic  production  is  inadequate, 
however,  this  campaic-n  seems  destined  to  make  but  little  progress,  states 
Consul  Reynolds,  especially  since  American  apples  have  established  a  good 
reputation  for  uniformity  of  size,  texture,  and  general  quality.    Many  re- 
tailers display  American  auples  in  the  original  cases  using  this  as  a 
guarantee  of  their  good  quality.    Red  apples  are  more  in  favor  with  con- 
suT^ers  in  southwest  C^ermany  than  the  green  and  yellow  apples,  states 
Consul  Reynolds.     The  high  quality  rf  some  yellow  varieties,  however,  such 
as  Srtleys ,  is  gradually  overcoming  this  preference. 

"Varieties  and  pricets  of  apples  imported  from  the  United  States 

Chief  among  the  American  apples  purchased  for  fne  market  in  southwest 
Germany  from  importers  at  the  German  seaports  are^Jonafhans ,  Rome  Beauties, 
Winesaps,  S^jitzenbergs ,   .-'inter  Pearmains,  Romes,  J^en  Davis,  Ortleys,  and 
ITewtown  Pippins.     These  are  all  imported  in  cases-    Barreled  apples  which 
have  found  special  favor  are  Ben  Davis,  York  Imperials,  Spitzenbergs ,  and 
Baldwins.     The  prices  paid  in  the  markets  in  Wurttembcrg  and  Baden  are 
governed  entirely  by  prices  realized  in  the  seaport  auctions,  principally 
at  Hamburg.     Tc  the  auction  price  m.ust  be  added  the  commissions  and  profits 
of  the  im.pcrters,  ccmmdssion  dealers,  wholesalers,  and  retailers  through 
whcSe  hands  they  pass,  and  costs  for  transportation,  warehousing,  and  in- 
ouranc  e . 
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other  forfeiign  ayyles 

The  greater  part  of  the  imports  fron  adjoining  Eurcrpean  countries 
consists  of  cider-apples.     These  are  imported  loose  in  railway  cars  and 
bring  relatively  low' prices-     The  better  grades  of  table  fruit,  hovveysr, 
sell  at  prices  comparable  with  those  paid  for  the  American  varieties  and. 
sometimes  even  a  little  higher.    Specially  cultivated  a^Dples  are  iirportea 
from  several  districts  in  Europe  at  prices  far  above  the  average^ 
instance,  an  a^ole  known  as  the  "Calville"  is  imported  from  the  Tyrol  ana 
sells  ia  stores  for  fancy  groceries  at  thirty-five  to  forty  cents  ?.piece. 

-he  "Gev^lrzluiken"  is  imported  extensively  from  Switzerland  and 
Austria  and  sells  at  about  $4.00  per  100  po'unds,  depending  cn  market 
conditions.     It  ih;  interesting  tc  note  that  retail  dealers  often  sell  the 
American  Pen  Daris  as  a  "Gev/tirzluiken"  because  the  latter  is  bettor  known 
to  the  cons^jining  public  in  southwest  Germ.any  and  consequently  more  in  de- 
^^^A  ^       ,  ,  .        _  .      apT3ies  are  much  alike 

American  apple- 


mand,  states  Consul  Reynolds.  In  appearance  the  two  apple 
but  the  "G-e,7urzluiken"  is  juicer  and  sourer  than  the  Ameri 


Sales  m.ethod s 


.\inerican  ar/oles  are  invariably  purchased  from  importers  »r  brokers 
at  t:ie  seaoorts  where  auctions  arr  held.     In  reaching  rhe  consumer  in 
southwest  Germany  a  barrel  of  apples  passes  through  the  hands  of  the  ex- 
Importer, 
and  a 
at  the 

se,:-i.-:crts,  elimine v : ng  the  auctioneer  and'thc  exr^orter's  representative,  but 
the  bulk  of  the  trtde  passes  through  the  hands  oi  the  intermediaries  men^icn- 
ed  above.     The  trade  is  well  established  and  operates  smoothly  in  thir 
manner. 


southwest  Germany  a  barrel  of  apples  passes  through  the  hands  ot  t. 
porter' <o  x  epresentative  at  the  seaport,  the  auctioning  firm,  an  im; 
or  broker,  a  con -i.^-:  a  ion  agent  in  southwest  Germany,  a  wholesaler,  . 
gr:ccr.     There  may  be  some  direct  selling  t'^  importers  and  brokers 


Possibilities  of  direct  selling 

Various  csmjTiission  dealers  in  southwest  Gemany  have  worked  on  the 
idea  t'tisx,  it  '/-ould  be  better  in  import  American  apples  and  other  fruits 
dirertly,   states  Consul  Reynrlds.     This,  they  say,  can  be  done  only  in 
case  the  American  exporter  maintains  transit  or  consignment  stocks.  There 
is  nc  firm  in  southwest  Germany  with  sufficient  capital  or  with  the  inclina- 
tion to  purchase  for  import  on  its  own  account.     Pirect  importing  of  Amer- 
ican apples  is  now  unknov/n,  but  the  practice  of  selling  on  commassicn  from 
stocks  maintained  by  the  foreign  exporter  has  been  established  extensively 
by  Italian  and  Spanish  exporter?  of  •i-an^^'e'^  and  lemons  and  is  followed  also 
in  shipping  aiaoles  from  Switzerland  and  other  adjoining  countries.  Several 
nf  these  firms,  which  formerly  shipped  large  quantities  to  the  auctions, 
now  send  single  carloads  and  larger  shipments  ^directly  to  southwest  G-erm.any 
for  dict^-ibvition  as  their  commission  agents  direct. 
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If  thiE',  pl'^.n  of  importing  were  folloved,  the  ijrieric^n  exporter 
would  ship  npples  to  a  warehouse  -'L  Mannheim  or  other  center  in  the  dis- 
trict.   The  stock  would  be  put  under  control  of  -  b^nk,   for^s.rding  firm, 
rir  other  third  party.     The  commi  ssi.on  a^ent  or  -^^^^vXs  repre sent  ine;  him 
T/ouid  tpice  orders  from  ^'^hole5'^.lers  -nnd  arrqni.e  delivery  from  the  stock 
against  these  orders.    Payment  for  the  goods  would  be  m-^de  by  the  whole- 
salers to  the  exporter's  representative.     The  p,gent  would  receive  only 
his  commissions.     The  fruit  v,'holesalers  in  southwest  Germany  do  business 
from  h?nd  to  mouth.     They  order  only  ,9S  the  demand  for  goods  develops 
end  usu'lly  Dn  smr^ll  Quantities  nt  ,9  time.     Comjnission  .agents  selling  to 
them  must  be  in  position  to  deliver  the  goods  within  a  few  days  ^fter 
the  order  is  t-^ken. 

For  shipping  apples  directly  to  southwest  Germany  the  miost  suit- 
able and  the  cheapest  routing  is  bv  sea  to  Rotterdam  or  i\ntwerp  and  by 
w--y  of  the  Kline  to  Mannheim.     M^^nnheim  is  already  important  as  a  dis- 
tributing, center  for  fruit  and  other  food  products.     From  a  warehouse 
there,  apples  could  be  distributed  not  only  to  points  in  the  Stuttgart 
district,  but  also  to  Bpvarin,  Hesse,  the  Bavarian  P-l^tinate,  Alsace- 
Lorrrd  ne  ,  and  &-it  zerl^.nd . 

V/hiether  direct  exporting  to  southwest  Germ.r.ny  is  feasible  is  a 
Question  for  every  exporter  tn  decide  in  the  light  of  the  conditions 
under  v^hich  he  is  oper=,t:ing,   states  Consul  Reynolds.     It  is  a  method 
which  is  gaining  ground,,   and  competition  may  force    American  exporters 
eventually  to  adopt  it  in  their  own  interests.     However,  where  firms 
are  already  doing  a  satisfactory  business  by  selling  through  the  sea- 
port ='UCtions  they  will  probably  do  i«f^fll  to  hold,  for  the  present  at 
le=>st,   to  the  established  method. 

Import  duty 

Apples  packed  in  cases  ':^nd  barrels  are  subject  to  an  import  duty 
under  item  47  of  the  German  customs  tariff  at  the  rate  of  75  cents  per 
lOG  pounds  net  weight  from  September  25  to  December  31,   and  at  the  rate 
of  4^1. 3n  per  100  pounds  from  January  1  to  September  24.     American  apples 
sold  at  the  se^>port  auctions  have  not  passed  through  the  custom.s  barrier, 
and  the  pa,\mnent  of  duty  accordingly  miust  be  assuined  by  the  purchasers. 
In  establishing  a  stock  of  apples  at  M.^nnheim  an  i\rceri.can  exporter  could 
either  pay  the  duty  and  add  it  to  the  price  of  the  goods  or  he  could 
operate  through  a  bonded  w.c.rehC'Use,   leaving  it  to  wholesalers  to  pay  the 
dut  y  on  amoun  t  s  w  i  t  hd  r  aw  n  . 
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